
CUSTOMER PROFILE 
 

T.C. & T.R. Kelley Excavating 
specializes in residential and 
septic w ork.  They are a father 
(Tom C. Kelley) and son (Tom 
R. Kelley) operation w ith 
usually one other employee.  
They have been in business 
since 1990 and an LE 
customer since 1992. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
Equipment: 
• 2003 & 2006 New 

Holland skid loader 
• 2000 DC70 New  Holland 

bulldozer 
• 2001 455G John Deere 

Hi-lif t 
• 1996 490E John Deere excavator 
• 1992 KH91 Kubota excavator 
• 25 International Harvester tractors 
Trucks: 
• 1967 Kenw orth, pow ered by a 400 

Cummins engine 
• 1985 GMC pow ered by a 400 Cummins  

engine 
• 1996 International pow ered by a 400 

Cummins engine 
• 1997 Freightliner gravel slinger truck 

pow ered by a 500 Detroit Diesel engine 
• 1991 Ford single axle dump truck 
• Tw o 1999 Dodge Ram model 3500 

pickups pow ered by 5.9 liter diesel 
engines 
• Ford E150 service van 

 
AREA OF INTEREST 

 
T.C. & T.R. Kelley w ere 
experiencing short oil drain 

intervals.  They said it seemed like they  
were alw ays changing engine oil and 
spending too much time under the 
equipment instead of on top of it  w here they 
make their money. 
 
Since they are alw ays w orking w ith one 
employee, time management is important.  
The idea of running a longer oil drain 
interval appealed to them.  
 
Tom R. Kelley started using 3752 
ALMAGARD® Vari-Purpose Lubricant in 
1992 and noted how  the grease performed 
so w ell.  He thought, “If the grease works so 
well, maybe the engine oil will help me too.” 
 
LE SOLUTION 
 
LE Lubrication Consultant Larry Boyle 
recommenced 8800 MONOLEC ULTRA® 
Engine Oil.  LE’s 8800 is for heavy-duty, 
long-drain service in diesel and gasoline 
engines.  It improves fuel eff iciency, reduces 
wear and provides all-season, all-w eather 
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8800 MONOLEC ULTRA® ENGINE OIL 
 

T.C. & T.R. KELLEY EXCAVATING, Sarver, Pennsylvania 
 

Excavating Equipment  •   SIC 1794 Excavation Work 
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Tom C. (left) and Tom R. Kelley (seated) riding one of the 25 
International Harv ester tractors they own.  The mix of tractors is 

used to competitively pull, show and work their farm acreage. 



performance.  8800 is made from select paraff inic 
base oils and contains MONOLEC®, LE’s 
exclusive wear-reducing additive. 
 
CUSTOM ER COST SAVINGS 
 
Using 8800, equipment oil drain intervals are 700 
hours w ith f ilter changes at 350 hours. 
 
In the large trucks, the oil is changed every 
30,000 miles w ith f ilter changes at 15,000 miles. 
 
The tw o Dodge Ram model 3500 pickups have 
the oil changed at 20,000 miles and 10,000 mile 
f ilter changes.  These trucks now have over 
120,000 miles. 
  
OTHER PRODUCTS USED 
 
In the Dodge Ram pickups, a how ling noise 
alw ays occurred w hen tow ing a skid loader.  The 
noise w as coming from the manual transmission 
and rear differential.  The combined vehicle gross 
weight approached 24,000 pounds.  Upon 
installing 704 MONOLEC® Gear Lubricant in the 

transmission and differential, the noise 
disappeared and has never reoccurred. 
In 2002, T.C. & T.R. Kelley purchased a used 
Steiner model  430 hydrostatic diesel mow er.  
They use the mow er weekly to cut the grass on 
the company grounds (over 6 acres).  As the day 
would progress, the mow er w ould not pull the hills 
well and w ould become sluggish.  Tom decided to 
try 7500 MONOLEC® Pow er Fluid in the 
transmission and ever since, the mow er operates 
f law lessly.  Now , the mow er pulls the hilly terrain 
and remains responsive. 
 
3752 ALMAGARD® Vari-Purpose Lubr icant is 
used in chassis. 
2420 BTU+ Pow er Supplement & Cleaner Diesel 
Fuel Improver is used in all diesel fuel. 
8450 MONOLEC® GFS Engine Oil is used as 
transmission f luid in the tri-axle trucks.    
 
Tom Kelley stated, “The only drawback to using 
LE oils is that I have to keep better maintenance 
records.  Since I now tend to change the engine 
oil annually, I always have to check my records to 
see when the oil was last changed.” 

We w ould like to thank Tom C. Kelley, Tom R. Kelley and LE Lubrication 
Consultant, Larry Boyle for the information provided to prepare this report. 

Based on actual user experience.  Individual results may vary.  Product used not intended to supersede manufacturer’s specifications .   

Larry Boyle 


